Lutheranism in Maine 1741-1986 by Dutzmann, Ingo
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 
Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 
Master of Sacred Theology Thesis Concordia Seminary Scholarship 
5-1-1988 
Lutheranism in Maine 1741-1986 
Ingo Dutzmann 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_dutzmanni@csl.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/stm 
 Part of the Christianity Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion 
Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Dutzmann, Ingo, "Lutheranism in Maine 1741-1986" (1988). Master of Sacred Theology Thesis. 59. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/59 
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Master of Sacred Theology Thesis by an 






































. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$ 67$7866+((72)/87+(5$1&21*5(*$7,216$1'


















0$,1( 5(9,6(')(%58$5<  
) &21*5(*$7,21$/,17(59,(:48(67,216
* 3$6725,17(59,(:48(67,216 . . . . . . . . .




































































































































































 WKHFHQWUDOLW\RIWKH6FULSWXUHV WKH 
3ULHVWKRRGRIDOOEH
OLHYHUV


























































KLPVHOIDW1RUULGJHZRFNLQ    +HZDVIOXHQWLQVHYHUDO,QGLDQ
GLDOHFWVDQH[WUDRUGLQDU\OHDGHUDQGDPLVVLRQDU\DWKHDUW   +HUH
SRUWHGWRKLVVXSHULRUVWKDWWKHZKROHQDWLRQRIWKH$EQDNLVLV&KULVWLDQ
O2/XFH\SS 



































 +HEHUWS   2QFH&KDUOHV,RI(QJODQGKDGEHHQEHKHDGHGLQ
 WKH3XULWDQV XQGHU&URPZHOOWRRNFRQWURODQGGXULQJWKHSHULRG





































9ROXPH  7KH&RORQLDODQG)HGHUDO3HULRGV *HUPDQ3URWHVWDQW6RFLHW\
RI:DOGRERUR0( WKH%RQG:KHHOZULJKW&RPSDQ\RI3RUWODQG  
SS 
 +HEHUWS  
7 
From this seed, planted by a man from Maine, all the Baptist Churches 
in the South developed, until the denomination became the largest and 
most powerful in that part of the country.20 
Lest one leave this period of the development of the church in Maine 
with a distinct distaste for Puritanism (perhaps typified by H. L. 
Mencken's definition of a Puritan as "a person in constant dread that 
someone somewhere might be happy. '')2 1 given its radical approach to estab-
lishing the church of God on earth, it may be well to mention among their 
many attributes the Puritans' devotion to family and cormrunity, their 
understanding of evil, God's grace and the complexity of human existence, 
and their deep and continual yearning for the things of the spirit. 2 2 In 
the pursuit of establishing the perfect church-state, it was readily 
acknowledged that fallible htnnan beings could never hope to achieve this 
goal. Therein lay Puritanism's greatest paradox; trying to attain an 
unattainable goal. In the end, the 'Puritan Dilemna' was resolved by 
recognizing that the Massachusetts Bay Colony "could not longer hope to 
evangelize the world ••• but that she could at least try to save the 
strangers whom God deposited on her shores."23 Maine therefore had the 
good fortune to be just far enough from the center of Puritanism to avoid 
some of the excesses experienced further south. Maine was to see no 
2 01bid., p. 408. 
21Noll, p. 31 . 
2 2 oaniel J. Boorstin, The Americans; The Colonial Experience, 
(New York, A Caravelle Edition, Vintage Books, A division of Random 
House, 1958), pp. 2 9-31 
2 3Edmund S. Morgan, The Puritan Dilemna; The Story of John 
Winthrop, edited by Oscar Handlin, (Boston, Little, Brown and Co., 








THE FIRST LUTHERANS AND THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN NEW ENGLAND: WALDOBORO; 1741-1860 
When General Samuel Waldo first contemplated bringing Saxon Ger-
mans to Maine, the American scene was undergoing radical changes. The 
fourth decade of the eighteenth century saw the advent of the "Great 
Awakening" with fiery itinerant preachers like Theodore Jacob 
Frelinghuysen, Gilbert Tennent, Jonathan Dickenson, and the great George 
Whitefield, conducting what amounted to the first evangelistic c sades 
from New England to Georgia.1 During his New England tour of 1740, 
Whitefield got as far north as York, Maine, and daily addressed crowds 
up to 8,000 for a month straight. 
It was probably the most sensational event in the whole history of 
American religion ••• There were hundreds for whom the sole 
important question had become 'What must I do to be saved?'2 
It was not long before the American religious scene had become 
one of two camps; the 'New Lights' who favored the heady revival and the 
'Old Lights' who ''were shocked by the sight of ignorant men screaming 
damnation and of the masses of people wallowing in terror or ecstacy."3 
lwilliam Warren Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, (New 
York, Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1930), pp. 110-114. 
2Mark A. Noll, et al., editors, Eerdman's Handbook to Christianity 
in America, (Grand Rapids, 1983), p. 106. 
3John M. Blum, et al., The National Experience, (New York, Harcourt 
























































%RRNV  S  6HHDOVR* $ =LPQHUPDQQ9LHUKXQGHUW-DKUH
$PHULNDQLVFKHU*HVFKLFKWH 0LOZDXNHH*HR %UXPGHU  SS 
































A layman, John Ulmer took up the work of establishing a church 
and, in 1743, a large log cabin had been built to serve as a church and 
a block house. This enterprise also met with disaster when the renewed 
French and Indian Wars saw a major attack upon Waldoboro in 1746 re-
sulting in most of the German settlers being killed and the church des-
troyed. 1 2 From 1746-1748 there were no worship services at all. 
The next major group of settlers, again inspired by Waldo, arrived 
from Saxony in November of 1 748, having been told the same story about 
the homes and fields just waiting for occupants. This subtle, or not so 
subtle, misrepresentation of the prevailing conditions is confusing. 
Many Germans were eager to leave their homeland and certainly willing 
to endure most any hardship to do so. Why then this less than hqJ:)est 
enticement to get them to come? The quality of the settlers certainly 
seems to indicate that they would have come even if they had been fully 
forewarned about the initial hardships they would face. So why did 
Samuel Waldo, an honorable man by all reports, provide unfounded induce-
ments when they were not even necessary? Jaspar Stahl, the leading 
authority on Waldoboro, suggests Waldo was representing what he antici-
pated would actually be there'.1 3 Ironically, precisely the same mis-
representation also prompted the Swedes a hundred and thirty years later 
to settle in maine and establish the Lutheran settlement of New Sweden. 
12 Marion Jacques Smith, A History of Maine, (Freeport, ME, 
the Bond Wheelwright Company, Second Printing, 1 960), p. 180. 
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17 
In large part, the entire extraordinary ·episode of moving the 
physical structure across the Medomak River to its present location 
several hundred vertical feet above the water's edge and a mile inland, 
was due to the language debate. Once the church was on the German side 
of the bay, a move was made to secure the services of the first full-
time ordained pastor in the congregation's history (all others having 
been part-time or not ordained) and the key stipulation was that this 
pastor should not even have the ability to speak English. 2 1 They 
found such a man in The Reverend Friedrich Augustus Rudolphus Ritz, the 
first of the two great Lutheran pastors of Waldoboro, and a gentleman of 
the highest order. Thanks to his personal industry, charm, and charisma, 
the wounds with the English-speaking citizens and church members __ were 
lovingly assuaged and although he never did master the English language 
(and never could preach in it), the English membership of the church 
actually increased during his tenure. 2 2
There is an interesting anecdote of the time relating to Ritz's 
lack of facility in English. There was an itinerant Congregational 
person by the name of Paul Coffin who kept a diary of his travels and 
thus provides a rare non-merchant and non-military glimpse of Maine at 
the turn of the Eighteenth Century. In 1796 he was in Waldoboro, 
"which," he wrote, "is a large town," and visited "Augustus Keets, 
minister of the Lutheran Church at Waldoborough." The misspelling of 
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19 
church in Waldoboro, says; 
This is interesting. They went by boat (to Pennsylvania) and one of 
these men put in a bill for three hundred dollars. Reverend Starmann 
came from Pennsylvania by boat for twenty-three dollars. Z S 
There was apparently also some drama given Stannann's bachelor status. 
The congregation picked three women for him to interview, hoping he 
would choose one to be his wife. The first of the three met with his 
favor, he asked her to marry him, the other two interviews were cancelled 
and that was the end of that. 2 6 
Starmann lived up to his name in many and sundry ways. He was a 
powerful preacher, a loving father and devoted husband, a champion of 
education, and a true friend of the parish. Under his encouragement, 
one-room school houses were established all over the region and by the 
middle of the nineteenth century there was an eight-grade school system 
which owed its very existence to his determination and enterprise. 2 7
Reading was taught in the old-fashioned way; right from the Bible. 
This learning would then be reiterated in Sunday School and finally pro-
nounced as Gospel in the sermon. 2 8 Starmann's name is well-known and 
revered in Waldoboro to this day. He spent the last forty-three years 
of his life in a parish that was dying. He literally gave his life to 
save it but he could not. If he had a failing, it was that his English 
was poor and although he attempted to preach in English in later years, 
it never really suited him. When he passed away in 1854 after a pro-
tracted illness, the spirit of the congregation that was left seemed to 
2 5freeman , p. 3. 
28Freeman, p. 4. 
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LUTHERANISM IN THE INTERIM, 1922-1955; THE SUOMI SYNOD 
Lutheranism in Maine was at a very interesting juncture in 1921. 
The ethnic migrations had effectively come to an end in the years just 
before the Great Depression and the small Lutheran coumunities centered 
at New Sweden in the North, South Paris in the West, Portland in the 
South and Lewiston in the middle had pretty much spent their missionary 
zeal. The population of Maine which had stagnated in the period 1870-
1890 with a combined increase of only 28,000 to a total of 660,261, 
began a much more rapid rise in the succeeding years, especially as the 
shoe and textile industries came into their own the first half of the 
twentieth century, so that by the 1940 census Maine had 847,226 citi-
zens. I The population increase for the state was also reflected in the 
growth of the Lutheran congregations to their highest level ever; or since. 
The combined membership of the ten congregations mentioned in Chapter 
III in 1930 was 2980, while the figure for the same congregations in 
lunited States Census Bureau, Maine, 1870, 1890, 1940, United 
States Government Printing Office, 1871, 1891, and 1941 respectively. 
40 
41 
1986, minus Harrison and Portland Enmanuel (which had closed) was only 
2185.2 
Looking at the records of the Finnish congregation in South Paris, 
one is struck by the rather extraordinary sequence of events which 
began with the fonnation of a two-point parish with the congregation 
in Harrison in 1924 for the purpose of "both congregations to avail 
for themselves the services of same pastor."3 It took six years to 
bring the aforementioned desire for a resident pastor to fruition. 
(1930 became an) important year for the congregation, for now for 
the first time she had a resident pastor when Pastor George Autio 
accepted the Call, and moved here from Wisconsin. 4 
One would think that with the first resident pastor finally on 
location, the parish would settle down, consolidate its gains and· begin 
to think of how to make ends meet with the extra burden of weekly salary 
payments and related pastoral expenses. Instead, members of the South 




































3Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Independent) of South Paris, 
Maine, Minutes of Wednesday, June 11, 1924. 
4our Fifty Years, 1912-1962," Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


















































































because "Suomi was dying off." 1 2 With mounting financial problems and 
dropping membership, Holy Trinity merged with the new Lutheran Church in 
America mission in Rockland in 1 963. This in itself was not without 
negative emotional ramifications as joining the Nativity mission, a mere 
ten miles down the road, was seen as a slap in the face by the Finns. 1 3 
Pastor Hultgren's conments on his relationship with Trinity con-
gregation and its formidable Finnish members may well b e  indicative of 
the special world of Finnish Lutheranism. When asked his perception of 
"where the congregation's least impact on the comnunity is," he replied; 
That area I think without a doubt is evangelism. There is no com-
mitment to proclaiming the Gospel to this conmunity either in word 
or in deed. Outside of the conmunity of the church there does not 
seem to be a desire to move beyond the walls of the church. It is a 
very close-knit family. Their customs, languages, loves, ar  such 
barriers between this congregation and the coumunity that surrounds 
it. There is no interaction. 1 4 
He was asked if there "is anything else (he) would like to share about 
the comnunity and how the congregation fits in," 
As I listen to myself going through this, explaining my impressions, 
it has come off very negatively, and I guess that's because I feel 
very frustrated at this time seeking to live as the body of Christ 
and I hate to leave this type of interview with that taste. They are 
people of principle; they do feel very strongly when they have made 
up their mind and it is extremely difficult to change them. It has 
been a struggle as long as I have been here and yet I can still see 
God's hand in that inasmuch as I needid to struggle to do the things
I had never been forced to do before. 5 
12McClure 
Interview. See also Heikkinen p. 230. In reality Suomi
had merged into the Lutheran Church in America in June of 1 962. 
13Ibid. 
1 4oral History of Pastor Phil Hultgren, September 5, 1 986, 
pp. 3-4. 
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"that all of them may be one so that the world may believe you 
have sent Me," and went on to describe the merging partners; 
The three merging denominations are liberal. All ordain women, for 
example, and are deeply ecumenical and coumitted to social activism 
on behalf of the poor while the Missouri Synod disagrees on each 
issue. 4 
The Regina Journal Tribune of Saskatchewan, Canada, reported the event 
as saying this would now be "an American church ••• that brings to-
gether all the ethnic strands of American Lutheranism:"5 Missouri 
Synod's Alive public tion of September 8, 1986 , simply reported the 
event under the caption "Three Lutheran bodies give go-ahead to merger 
in concurrent conventions," with no editorial conment. 6 It did not 
report that President Ralph Bohlmann appeared at the Lutheran Church 
in America convention on Friday, August 29, 1986 , to offer his "con-
gratulations and best wishes in this wonderful moment."7 
The major issue which separates Missouri from the merging bodies is 
with regard to the basic understanding of whether Holy Scripture is 
God's inerrant Word. The accepted Lutheran understanding of the issue, 
until recently, has been that of the Preface of the Book of Concord 
which refers to Holy Scripture as "the pure, infallible Word of God."8 
4 Michael J. McMannis in Ethics and Religion section of the Portland 
Press Herald, September 6 , 1986 . 
5Jerry Schwartz in Religion section of the Regina Journal Tribune, 
Saturday, August 30, 1986 , p. 5. 
6The Lutheran Church-M1·ssour1· S d Ali·ve Vol 12 N 32 Set 8 yno , • , o. , p • , 
1986, p. 2. 
7schwartz. p. 5. 
8.rheodore G. Tappert, Translater and Editor, The Book of Concord, 
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0DLQHFDQQRWEHRYHUHPSKDVL]HG /XWKHUDQVLQWKLVVWDWHSUREDEO\JHW














0DLQH LQVWHDGRIILYHUHO DWLYHO\VPDO O FDPSVLQWKHVWDWH DVRI
-DQXDU\     WKHUHZLO O EHWZRVPDO ORQHVDQGRQHO DUJHRQH 2XWRI
  RUDO +LVWRU\RI3DXO6FKHU]HU
RUDO+LVWRU\RI3KLO +XOWJUHQ















































































































































































































































&KDUWHU 7RZQRU 1DPHRI 6\QRGLFDO 1DPHRI
'DWH &LWL &RQJUHJDWLRQ $IILOLDWLRQ 3DVWRU
" 3RUWODQG (PDQXHO $XJXVWDQD 0HUJHGZLWK6W
$QVJDU"
 3RUWODQG )LUVW ALC *UHJ3DJK
 3RUWODQG 6W $QVJDU LCS 5LFN1HX
 5RFNODQG 1DWLYLW\ /&$ 5REHUW*XVWDIVRQ
 6RXWK3DULV 7ULQLW\ LCA YDFDQW
 6WRFNKROP 7ULQLW\ LCA *LVHOH
%HPLQJKDXV
 7KRPDVWRQ +RO\7ULQLW\ 6XRPLPHUJHGZLWK1DWLYLW\
/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK LQDQGWKH/&$
 :DOGRERUR 5HIRUPHG/XWKHUDQ &ORVHGLQ
&KXUFK ,QGHSHQGHQW "
 :DWHUYLOOH /XWKHUDQ&KXUFK LC-MS YDFDQW
RIWKH5HVXUUHFWLRQ







1DPHRI 3RSXODWLRRI Name of %DSWL]HG
CcmnunitI &RXPXQLW Co!!Sregation MembershiE 
Auburn 21,199 Grace 275 
Augusta .. 21,819 Prince of Peace 462 
Bangor 63,541 Redeemer 
Brunswick 17,366 Good Shepherd ā
&DSH(OL]DEHWK 7,838 Redeemer 383 
&DULERX 9,916 )DLWK 
'DPDULVFRWWD  :DWHURI/LIH 
(OOVZRUWK  6W$QGUHZ 88 
)DOPRXWK 6,853 (PQDXV 
)DUPLQJWRQ  )DLWK . 27
.HQQHEXQN  +RO\&URVV 
1HZ6ZHGHQ  HVW *XVWDI$GROSK 








1DPHRI 3RSXODWLRQRI 1DPHRI %DSWL]HG
&RPQXQLW\ &RQPXQLW\ &RQJUHJDWLRQ 0HPEHUVKLS
3RUWODQG ) .  %HDXWLIXO6DYLRU 
3RUWODQG ) &RQPXQLW\RIWKH
/LYLQJ3UHVHQFH 10 
3RUWODQG ) )LUVW 
3RUWODQG ) 6W $QVJDU 
5RFNODQG  1DWLYLW\ 
6RXWK3DULV  7ULQLW\ 
6WRFNKROP  HVW 7ULQLW\ 
:DWHUYLOOH  /XWKHUDQ&KXUFK 
RIWKH5HVXUUHFWLRQ
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ZKLFKZDVFRPSOHWHGLQ   ,QWKH5HYHUHQG(GJDU$ )HKODX
FDPHWR*UDFH IUHVKRXWRI&RQFRUGLD6HPLQDU\ 6DLQW/RXLVDQG
VHUYHGWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQIDLWKIXOO\IRU\HDUVXQWLOKLVUHWLUHPHQW














/XWKHUDQ&KXUFKHV $(/&RQ)HEUXDU\  +HOHIWWKHFRQ
JUHJDWLRQWKHQH[W\HDU ,QDQHZFKXUFKHGLILFHKDGEHHQ
EXLOWLQ$XEXUQRYHUORRNLQJEHDXWLIXO$XEXUQ/DNHDQGLPQHGLDWHO\





































































ZKRIRXQGHGWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQ SUHVLGHGRYHULWVLQFRUSRUDWLRQLQ   






 %DQJRU'DLO\1HZV-XQH   6HVTXHFHQWHQQLDO(GLWLRQ
IURQWSDJHTXRWH
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as "the old arsenal property," was sold to the congregation. This 
arsenal was at one time the military depot for the Anny Reserve Unit 
located in the City. Pastor Berquist served till 1968 and is well 
remembered and highly regarded to this day. 
The ministry of the Reverend Reuben Lundeen 1972-1982 was a con-
troversial one. He took early retirement after being asked formally 
by the congregation to leave. The issues surrounding his departure 
are yet somewhat murky but seem to have to. do with his personal 
appearance and lack Of desire to serve the outreach needs of the 
congregation. Ironically, Pastor Lundeen resides just three blocks 
from the congregation. The present pastor is the Reverend Paul Ander-
son, who arrived in 1983, and enjoyed considerable support and 
affirmation until the Spring of 1986. In his words, "The congregation 
has always been critical of the ministers. We are feeling no support; 
we are feeling nobody cares; and maybe nobody does:"13 Yet, there is 
evidence of congregational vitality. A new roof is being put in place 
above the education wing; the flower bed is the most beautiful of any 
at a L theran Church in Maine; and the current fund drive is predicted 
to meet or exceed its goal. At the same time the congregation is not 
experiencing a net loss in membership, and in fact, Pastor Anderson is 
very hopeful that when the new military base in the Bangor area opens, 
Lutherans will be coming to Redeemer in increasing numbers. It is 
interesting to note that Pastor Anderson may be the only Lutheran 
pastor in Maine who has served two congregations within the state; he 




































ZKLFKNHSWWKHIRXQGHUVJRLQJ   7KHLQWHULPSDVWRUWKH5HYHUHQG
+HUPDQQ)LQN-U VSHQWDFRQWURYHUVLDOQLQHPRQWKVLQWKHFRQJUHJD
WLRQPRQWKVZKLFKYDULRXVSDULVKLRQHUVVWLOOUHFDOOZLWKGLVHQFKDQW
PHQW   7KH5HYHUHQG:DOWHU: 5REHUWVVXFFHHGHG%XQQLQ DQG
VHUYHGWKHORQJHVWPLQLVWU\WRGDWHWKURXJK  ,WZDVGXULQJKLV
WLPHWKDWWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQZDVUHORFDWHGRQWKHSUHVHQWSURSHUW\RQ








RUWKRGR[\LQ0DLQH +HVHUYHG  8QGHUWKH5HYHUHQG*UHJ
*R:LWK&KULVW*URZ:LWK&KULVW5HGHHPHU/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK
EURFKXUH  UGSDJH SDJHVXQQXPEHUHG














































































































































ā)DQQLQJWRQ )DLWK/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK /&$ 0LVVLRQ
)DLWK IRUPHUO\0RXQW%OXH LVWKHVHFRQGRIWZRPLVVLRQDU\HQ
GHDYRUVSULPDULO\VXSSRUWHGE\3ULQFHRI3HDFH/XWKHUDQ&KXUFKLQ
$XJXVWD   ,WKDVEHHQVHUYHGLQWKHSDVWE\3DVWRU'DQ.QRFNZKLOH







LQWHUVHFWLRQRIWZRPDMRUKLJKZD\V86DQG86   3DXO$QGHUVRQ
FXUUHQWO\VHUYLQJLQ%DQJRUZDVRULJLQDOO\FRQVLGHUHGWREHFDOOHGWR
VHUYH)DLWKXQWLOLWVILQDQFLDO VLWXDWLRQSURYHGWRRSUHFDULRXVWRFDOO







ZLWK6RXWK3DULVLQ   LQRUGHUWRVKDUHH[SHQVHVIRUDSDVWRU *HRUJH
$XWLRHFFHSWHGWKH&DOOWRVHUYHWKHGXDO SDULVKDV WKHILUVWUHVLGHQW




SDVWRULQ   +HVHUYHGWLO   DQGWKHQDJDLQIURPXQWLO KLV
GHDWKLQ   3DVWRU3DXO$QGHUVRQRI%DQJRUVHUYHGWKHFRQJUHJD
WLRQXQWLOLWRIILFLDOO\FORVHGDQGDPDOJDPDWHGZLWK7ULQLW\6RXWK









LQ   
.HQQHEXQN +RO\&URVV/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK$/&
%HDXWLIXO .HQQHEXQNRQWKHFRDVWRI0DLQHVDZWKHGHYHORSPHQWRI






&DWKROLF&KXUFK 7KH\VROGLWWR+RO\ &URVVIRU 7KHYDOXH
QRZRYHUDTXDUWHUPLOOLRQ +RO\&URVVKDVJRWWHQDFWLYHLQVSRQVRULQJ
 7ULQLW\(YDQJHOLFDO/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK2XU<HDUV   
SS   
 RUDO+LVWRU\3DVWRU$QGHUVRQ-XO\   S 






















































DQG%HUQLQJKDXVZLOODUULYHWKHPLGGOHRI2FWREHU   































































/XWKHUDQ&KXUFKGDWHG0D\   VHFRQGSDJH SDJHVXQQXPEHUHG
 RUDO+LVWRU\3DVWRU3DXO-DQNH %HDXWLIXO 6DYLRU/XWKHUDQ
&KXUFK 3RUWODQG0DLQH$XJXVW  S 
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 WKHZHVWHQG ,WVSDVWRU WKH5HYHUHQG&DUROHH8LWV LVDIRUPHU
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RUDO+LVWRU\ 3DVWRU5LFN1HX 6W $QVJDU/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK
3RUWODQG0DLQH-XO\  S 
*XLGHSRVWRI)DLWK6W $QVJDU/XWKHUDQ&KXUFK3RUWODQG0DLQH
5HYHUHQG$OIUHG)DQWXQGDWHG  VHFRQGSDJH SDJHVXQQXPEHUHG
RS&LW33ā DQG ,ELG3ā 
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spending more time with our congregations on (the) Confessions. 
and says that "the thing that pains a lot of us is the fact that 
Missouri Synod is not involved in the new church ••• "51 On a 
closing note, it is interesting to see that despite Saint Ansgar's 
conservative roots it has been open to innovation. One of the most 
visible signs of this willingness is the fact that Pastor Neu is a 
physically disabled person. 
Rockland - Nativity Lutheran Church (LCA)
" 
Nativity Lutheran Church in the beautiful coastal Maine town of 
Rockland is another of the Lutheran "boom" years congregations and was 
founded under the leadership of Pastor Peter DeRouter in 1963. The con-
gregation was formally recognized in March of 1964 and managed to barely 
hold its own through the pastorate of Ron Wisecarver until the arrival 
of the Reverend George Stadler in June of 1968. Pastor Stadler served 
the congregation for 18 years, retiring just this past January, and 
during that time the congregation has grown to the point where it no 
longer needs mission support dollars. The present church edifice has 
been the only worship site since the inception of the congregation. 
In 1963, on Thanksgiving Day, the congregation began worshiping in the 
then cattle barn located on High Street. Additions, renovations, and 
refinements have been made to the "barn" over the years, but no attempt 
has been made to move to a different location.52 Recognizing Pastor 
51Ibid., p. 4. 





























 FRQYHUVDWLRQZLWK/\GLD0F&OXUH -XQH 
 UQWHUYLHZRI3DVWRU3KLO+XOWJUHQ $XJXVW 
  RUDO+LVWRU\ 3DVWRU3DXO$QGHUVRQ -XO\ S  

WHQDFLRXVGHVLUHWRUHWDLQLWVHWKQLFGLVWLQFWLRQ DQGLWVGURSLQ
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older than any other Lutheran establishment in the state and so much 
better preserved to this day, that it warrants greater detail. Germans 
began :i.mnigrating to the Waldoboro area under the leadership of General 
Waldo around 1740 and began to have irregular worship services at that 
time. The building for worship was constructed in 1772 and also served 
as the town meeting hall. By 1795, the building had been moved across 
the Medomak River during the winter to its present location, which is 
several hundred feet above sea level. The first minister of the Gospel 
was the Reverend Philip Gottfreed Kast, who arrived in 1742 but left 
shortly thereafter because he believed his agreement with General Waldo 
had not been lived up to on the latter's part.61 The first of the 
two great German pastors of Waldoboro was the Reverend Frederick_ 
Augustus Rudolphus Benedictus Ritz, who served from 1795 until his 
death in 1811. By the turn of the nineteenth century however, 
Lutheranism had already reached its peak in Waldoboro. The successor 
to Ritz was the Reverend John Wilhelm Starman, "the last of the Lutheran 
preachers in Waldoboro."62 The Reverend Stannan served the congregation 
faithfully until his death in 1854. The congregation had disbanded by 
186 0 and sought to all their religious and spiritual needs in the 
Congregational church. 6 3
61200th Anniversary Old Gennan Church and Meeting House, 
Waldoboro, Maine, 1772 to 1972, third page (pages unnumbered). 
62rbid., sixth page (pages unnumbered) 




































RZQLQWHUQDOQHHGV ZKLOH,VDZ WKHSULRULWLHV RI WKHPLVVLRQ
RIWKHFKXUFK  7KFRQJUHJDWLRQPHPEHUVRQWKHRWKHUKDQG VHHWKH
VLWXDWLRQDELWGLIIHUHQWO\DQGH[SUHVVHGWKHPVHOYHVSRVLWLYHO\ZLWK
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  RUDO+LVWRU\/XWKHUDQ&KXUFKRIWKH5HVXUUHFWLRQ:DWHUYLOOH
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0DLQH WR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CONGREGATIONAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
'f'.his process is designed to encourage a conversation among members 
of long standing concerning the formation, growth and subsequent develop-
ment of the local congregation, its impact upon the surrounding comnunity, 
and its adherence to the assumed Scriptural and confessional statements 
contained in its constitution. As a way of making a typed transcript of 
this oral history possible, each participant will be asked initially to 
identify himself/herself on tape as well as to repeat their name each 
time they make a conment during the course of this conversation. I thank 
you for the opportunity to be here among you and pray the Lord will 
bless our efforts together! 
1) Date, Time and Location of interview; name of interviewer
2) Personal identification of members present
3) In your estimation, how would a non-Lutheran resident of your com-
munity describe your congregation? Why?
4) How would you describe your congregation's goals? Are these goals
being met? Why or why not? 
5) What personal experience in the congregation is most memorable to
you?
6) What are the greatest historical events in the life of your
congregation?
7) What is your congregation's position on the importance of Scriptural
and confessional principles? Do you agree with this position? Why?
8) Are you proud of your congregation? Why?
9) How does your congregation best promote the great conmission of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to "Go and make disciples of all nations?"
10) Is there room for Lutheranism in Maine? Why do Lutherans comprise
such a small percentage of Maine Christians?
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